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Identify the author’s emphasis through analysis of details 
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The story below is a true story, told by author Tomie dePaola. In it, he tells about a storm he 
lived through when he was a boy. The storm was a hurricane that hit the town where he lived 

in 1938. It was the first hurricane to come that far north in sixty-nine years. Most people who 
lived there had never experienced a hurricane. No one was really prepared for it. Before 
reading, look at the words and their meanings in the box below. They will help you 

understand as you read. 
 

 
 

 foundation – the part of house at the very bottom, usually made of stone or concrete, 

which supports the house. It is the part on which the rest of the house is built. 
 

 barbershop – a place where people (usually men and boys) go to get their hair cut 
 

 New England – six states (Connecticut, Rhode Island, Massachusetts, New 

Hampshire, Vermont, and Maine) in the northeast corner of the US 
 

 gust – a strong rush of wind 
 

 Mary Poppins – a storybook and movie character known for using her umbrella to 
ride on the wind 
 

 
 

From 26 Fairmount Avenue by Tomie dePaola 

 
I didn’t always live in the house at 26 Fairmount Avenue. We moved there when I was five 

years old. I know that because in 1938, when I was still four, a big hurricane hit Meriden, 
Connecticut, where we lived. We had just started to build our first and only house, when 
people told my mom and dad that the house was twisting and turning on its foundation, just 

like Dorothy’s house in The Wizard of Oz. . . .  
 

Right after lunch on the day of the hurricane, my mom was talking on the telephone when 
my dad came home early from the barbershop, where he worked. My brother, Buddy, who 
was eight, was at school. His real name was Joe Jr., after my father. Dad and Mom talked in 

the kitchen. Then Mom said to me, “Get your coat on, Tomie. We have to go pick up Buddy 
and some of the neighborhood children. There’s a big storm coming, and they’re letting 

everyone out early.” 
 
We got in the car and drove to the school in the rain. A long line of cars and teachers with 

kids were waiting in front of the building. I looked up and saw something I’ve never 
ever forgotten. 

 
A boy was standing at the top of the steps, holding an umbrella. All of a sudden a gust of 
wind blew, a really strong gust, and the boy went up, up, up in the air and floated down the 

stairs just like Mary Poppins. 
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1. What is the most important thing the author wants readers to understand about 

the storm? 
 

 
 
2. What does the author include to show readers what he wants them to know about the 

storm? Write at least three things from the story. 
 

 
 

3. Look at the list of things you wrote from the story. How do these things help show what 

the author thinks is most important about his story? 
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